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Abstract 



PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To make a sufficient quantity of the lubricating oil flow into a pocket for 
holding a ball by providing the pocket of a retainer forming a thrust ball bearing with an opening part for 
communicating inside of each pocket with the inner peripheral surface of a main body part. 
SOLUTION: A part of the inner peripheral edge of a retainer 34a to be fitted to each pocket 35a. 35a is 
provided with opening parts 37, 37 for communicating the inside of each pocket 35a, 35 with the inner 
peripheral suri'ace of a main body part 36. With this structure, a sufficient quantity of the lubricating oil 
flows into each pocket 35a, 35a holding each ball 32, 32 through each opening part 37, 37. 
Consequently, a sufficient quantity of the lubricating oil can be supplied to rolling surfaces of the balls 
32, 32 held in each pocket 35a. 35a. and an oil film having a sufficient thickness can be formed between 
an inner raceway and an outer raceway of the rolling surface. As a result, a risk of the generation of 
abrasion and seisure at a part of a thrust ball bearing can be lowered. 
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